
RVSA’s Welch Village Weekend:  Jan. 4 - 5, 2020  

RVSA is planning something new for the start of 2020: 
a “Learn (or Re-learn) to Ski” weekend trip geared to 
families as well as our established members. Welch 
Village is the only mid-west resort that features PMTS 
“direct to parallel” skiing throughout their ski school, 
from ages 4 years up! (Yes, that is Harald Harb, the 
inventor of PMTS and a former US Olympic coach, 
skiing at the Village towards the main lodge.) You can 
check out his series of free “how to ski” videos on 
YouTube, to learn more about his system.  If you have wanted to try skiing, or wanted 
your kids to have the best possible start in skiing, or wanted to improve your own 
skiing, Harald has figured it out for you! This is elegant, efficient skiing that is kinder on 
knees and thighs and gives more control and confidence to a skier to ski in all 
conditions. I have skied with Harald and many of the coaches he has trained, and can 
assure you that this is the real deal!


Welch Village is also a nice place!  It is the mid-west, so don’t expect a big mountain, 
but they do have pretty good variety of terrain on the front and back sides of their hills, 
which are the bluffs of the Cannon River, a tributary of the Mississippi. They have 360 
feet of vertical, 60 runs, and 100% snow gun coverage of their runs, so we are likely to 
have adequate snow coverage in January in Minnesota.  I have had our group 
registered, so we can qualify for all day weekend lift tickets for only $40 per adult per 
day. Rental equipment rates and lesson rates can be found on their website, which is 
www.welchvillage.com.  They have packages for beginners, kids of all ages from 4 to 
94.  Personally, I plan to take an all-day lesson (they do break for lunch) on Saturday 
and Sunday.  There will still be time for free-skiing, and night skiing if desired. 


Traditionally we have taken a bus on our mid-west trips, but that was not a practical 
option for this trip for several reasons. The first was cost (over $100 per person) and 
the problems entailed by having families with young children for a 5-hour bus trip from 
Rockford to Red Wing, MN, the closest town to Welch Village. Then we would have 
needed a way to get everyone to the ski hill and back to town on Saturday and Sunday, 
which would have pushed the bus costs even higher. Letting families or groups of 
individual skiers take their own vehicles allows them to set their own schedules, and 
has the potential for non-skiers to take the family car and explore Minneapolis or St. 
Paul (just a short drive from Red Wing) or other nearby places and simply meet up at 
the end of the ski day. 


Having flexibility for travel arrangements also allows for families and groups to choose 
their preferred accommodations. There are no hotel accommodations at the ski hill.  
My contact at Welch Village has suggested the venerable St. James Hotel (www.st-
james-hotel.com) downtown, by the Amtrak station, the new Holiday Inn Express & 
Suites (www.ihg.com), and the Country Inn and Suites (www.radisonhotels.com) in Red 
Wing, to which my internet research and personal experience would add the AmericInn 
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(www.wyndhamhotels.com) and its next-door neighbor, the Nichols Inn 
(www.nicholsinn.com), which are also well located between the main road and the river, 
within easy walking distance of several restaurants and close to downtown. There is 
also the Treasure Island Resort and Casino (www.ticasino.com) with its indoor 
waterpark and bowling alley, which is a few miles north of Red Wing and about the 
same distance to Welch Village. Online reviews of the Resort suggest avoiding the 
older Buffalo and Eagle wings and paying extra for the Wolf tower (currently $159 per 
room per night on Jan 3 and Jan 4, 2020, with check-out on Sunday, Jan. 5th.)


Once I know how many people are planning to come to Welch Village, I can try 
planning some group events, such as a group dinner on Saturday evening. I will be 
setting up a spreadsheet for the trip, but not collecting money, since we will have a 
group name for our discounted lift tickets (to be ordered online by midnight on Jan. 3, 
2020) and everyone will be arranging their own transportation and accomodations. If 
you would like more information, or are planning to come, please e-mail me at 
ronaldforan53@gmail.com and let me know some basics: Who is coming (names and 
ages of any kids would be great for planning) and How to get in touch with you (e-mail 
and mobile phone numbers, please).


That’s it!  This has the potential to be a great trip!  RVSA has never been to Welch or 
planned a trip geared to families and non-skiers as well as our regular adult members, 
but skiing is a wonderful way to enjoy some of what winter brings us, and Welch Village 
offers direct to parallel ski lessons without relying on the dead-end “snowplow” 
technique that then has to be un-learned! For those wanting to improve their skiing or 
perhaps come back to it after some years away from the sport, this should be a good 
way to try it!
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